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THE NEW Y 1RK TIMES

ATOMDEFENSE DATA
T0 BE EXCHANGED

U. S., Britain, Canada to Shareé
Information Soon on Bomb
Effects on Troops, Civilians

By W. H. LAWRENCE
Speclal to Tng NEw Yorx TIMES.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 20—The:
United States, Britain and Canada®
will begin soon an exchange of in-;
formation on the effects of atomic]
i‘and hydrogen weapong “on human
ibeings and their environment.” The
purpose is to aid in defensive mea-
sures for troops and for the civiilan
population,

Plans for the program were con-
firmed today by the Atomic Energy
Commission, which said it had been
approved by President Eisenhower
and by Republican and Democratic
members of the Joint Congressional
committee on Atomic Energy.

The commission emphasized that
the contemplated exchange of in-
formation would not extend to
“weapons design and development.”
Such exchange is forbidden by law.,

So far as ig known, the United|
Sfates is the only Western power:
that has tested a hydrogen bomb':
device and measured its effects]
upon animals and structures. This|
country also hag tested atomicf
bombs and tactical atomic weapons,;
such as artillery shells with troops!
in trenches nearhy. ‘

The information gained by such
tests, and by other experiments
undertaken by the British and Ca-
nadians, will, it is felt, help greatly
‘in preparing for surprise enemy
attack by nuclear weapons.
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‘bers of the Congressional commit-
ee were polled by mail during me]

23 Novem ¢« 1953

8transs Speech Recalled

" Plans for the new internat: nal
exchange of information first were
announced by Rear Admiral Lewis
EL' Strauss, -commission chajrman,
|in a speech at Columbus, Ohio, on
Nov, 11, at the annual mgeting
of the American Association of{
Land Grant Colleges and Univer-|
sities. At that time, he said:

“Since 1948 we have had a pro-
gram of technical cooperatior in
certain atomic energy matters,
with the TUnited Kingdom =nnd
'Canada. Only recently hag it been
ifound possible, within existing au-
thority, to extend the area of co-
operation under this program in
certain respects and to'our mutual
advantage. Ihe‘ additional ex-
change, which does nat igvelve
ﬁfe&po&i information, will be ¢ar-
ried out by direction of Presidept
El$éihower and with the cqnsent
of “Wh¥ CangTesalonal Joint_Com-
mittee on Atomic Energy.’

Last night}in an informal specch
at Richmond, Va., Admiral Stravsg
said the exchange of information'
would deal “‘with effects of atoruic
weapons on human beings and!
their environment.” !
Congressional sources sai men}-J

‘rét¥ss ot Congress and_gave their!

PP IR yolline
Tapltol Hill sources said fhe

move received speedy approval he-i

cause It wag regarded as an impor-;
e :
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